The efficacy of recovery of peritonitis-causing microorganisms from peritoneal dialysate fluid by using the Septi-Chek blood culture system (Roche Diagnostics, Div. Hoffmann-La Roche Inc., Nutley, N.J.) was compared with those of other conventional techniques, such as the 20-ml culture and the filtration methods. The recovery of microorganisms by using the Septi-Chek system was found to be as effective as the filtration of 250 ml of dialysate that used a modified Millipore filtration technique (Millipore Corp., Bedford, Mass.). Both methods were found to be superior to the 20-ml culture method. We suggest using the Septi-Chek method as the standard protocol for the culture of dialysate as a relatively inexpensive and labor-saving recovery technique.
Continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD) is becoming a feasible alternative to hemodialysis in the treatment of end-stage renal disease since it allows the patient mobility and an improved quality of life. Unfortunately, despite many technical improvements which have certainly lowered the high incidence of peritonitis associated with this technique, peritonitis remains a serious problem for these patients.
The diagnosis and treatment of peritonitis greatly depends on the quick recovery and identification of the peritonitiscausing organism from the dialysate fluid. Culturing of dialysis fluid from CAPD patients remains a time-consuming and costly procedure. Methods for the culturing of dialysis fluid continue to be refined. In the meantime, both the number of patients on CAPD and the number of hospitals involved in culturing dialysis fluid increase. Our laboratory is attempting to find methods to increase the recovery of microorganisms while decreasing the workload associated with these specimens (S. Fessia (2, 5, 7) . Attempts using costly equipment, such as the BACTEC system developed by Johnston Laboratories, Inc., Towson, Md., for blood cultures have been shown in some laboratories to be somewhat successful in increasing the recovery of microorganisms from dialysate fluid (14) . On the other hand, recent studies show that this procedure is not more sensitive than the 10-ml culture method or the Addi-Chek filtration method developed by Millipore Corp. (11 
